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against Prussia were broken upon this denial.
Mentana was the prelude to Sedan.

But if the Temporal Power from this day
was visibly doomed to disappear, a movement
parallel but in the contrary direction, had
been proceeding, which would exalt beyond
measure the cause of Papal Rome. Since the
return from Gaeta pilgrims had thronged
to the Holy City as never before. Three great
meetings of bishops, in 1854, 1862, and 1867,
had assured Pius IX. of his unbounded influ-
ence over the Catholic world. His reply to
the September Convention had been the
Encyclical " Quanta Cura," and the Syllabus
or Index of propositions condemned during
his pontificate, which, though chiefly a
conservative document in accordance with
principles of authority received everywhere,
was cleverly turned by the revolutionaries,
whom it struck hard, into an attack upon '
civilisation. Bishop Dupanloup showed its
true meaning, and three hundred and sixty
bishops wrote to signify their agreement with
the Bishop of Orleans. French prelates led
the Church at this time, somewhat as their
cavalry ride into battle, d pas de charge.
But in views they were not of one mind.
Some Gallicans were left; the ambiguous
party called Liberal Catholics had a policy